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...Lord, teach us the joy and the blessing of praying 
prayers of affirmation, and acclamation, and adoration; 
prayers of confession, and commitment, 
prayers of thanksgiving, prayers of trust 

prayers of intercession for each other, and others and for ourselves. 

Lord, bless us as we learn how to pray; 

Lord, like Christ, help us, to go about doing good. 

And have liberal hearts; generous and gracious; and helpful. 

Not only hearts, but hands, and shoulders; 
and minds, and words 

Lord, you call us to follow you; to be disciples; 
to leam, to be apprentices. 

And we pray that we move from apprenticeship 

to journeyman status, and move beyond that and be masters of our faith. 

We need your help, Lord, so we pray that you will bless us. 

Christ has taught us that we are to be seasoners like salt; 
to be light in a dark world; to be fragrance. 

As the apostle Paul says, "to be living epistles." 

To be soldiers and athletes and farmers — 
analogies of the way we should live our faith. 

Lord you have said in your Word, 
that you are the vine; we are the branches. 

Lord help us to be branches that bear fruit for Christ. 

Lord, help us to follow you as you intend for us to follow. 

Equip us and bless us, and help us 

to find the joy of intimacy of following close at hand. 

Lord, bless us to be filled with your spirit; 

to be Christians, not just to be called Christians, or 

call ourselves Christians, but to find the joy of authentic life. 

And to find life with you, abundant life that Jesus promises. 

Lord, sometimes life is very difficult. And it hurts, we’re sad. 

We’re frustrated. We feel the pain of defeat. 

But, Lord, you've taught us in your Word 
that we can have joy —even in our suffering. 

And that we can demonstrate and live our faith 
in the face of suffering, as Christ did. 

Lord, we are strangers - and wanderers sometimes. 

We want to be pilgrims; pilgrims in progress, 
moving toward your aims, your destination; 
to become mature in Christ. 



And as we do so, to be good stewards. 

We are entrusted with the Gospels. 

Help us to receive it; and to live it; to share it. 

Lord, you are our creator and sustainer and consumator. 

You redeem us. You sanctify us. You help us to be fruitful in life. 
At the same time, Lord, we remember we need all of your blessings 
because we are sinners; sinner-saints. 

We still need your cleansing, restoring, redemptive, reviving work. 

So, Lord, you have saved us by your work on the cross. 

You are saving us by your Spirit in us; your Holy Spirit. 

And that one day we look forward to that time when 
we will be saved; all will be made right. 

We will experience fully and wholly your Shalom. 

So, Lord, bless us today by your Word 

and by the hymns that have been carefully and creatively 

composed for us to sing our faith. 

By our hearing and responding to be all 
that Christ wants us and will make us to be; 

So that when we identify ourselves as Christian, 
we are not belying the truth; that we are living 
as Christ has made it possible for us to live: abundantly. 

This is our prayer, in Christ's name. 



